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St. Anthony Says . . . 
“From Ecclesiastes : The almond tree shall 
flourish, the locust shall be made fat , and the 
caper tree shall be destroyed.”   The joy of the 
saints consists in three things:  the resurrection 
of the body, blessedness of soul, and freedom 
from the sting of the flesh and the temptation of 
the devil.  The almond tree (the body) will flower 
with four gifts: brightness, agility, subtlety and 
immortality.  The locust (the soul) will grow fat 
with the vision of God, the blessedness of the 
angels, and the companionship of the saints.  
The caper tree will be destroyed, namely the 
sting of the flesh and the temptation of the devil.”   
 

Fraternity Schedule 
JULY 
4 - INDEPENDENCE DAY 
5 - HOLIDAY 
18 – Franciscan Retreats Garden Party,  
        Farewell to Br. Bob Roddy, OFM Conv. 
        1-3pm FRH, PRIOR LAKE  
23 – TOKYO OLYMPIC GAMES  
 

AUGUST 
9 – COUNCIL MEETING, 1:00, FRH, PL  
10 – TRANSITUS OF ST CLARE,  
         Assisi Heights Chapel, Rochester, MN.  
15 – ASSUMPTION BVM 
15 – OFS MEETING, 3:00, FRH, PL  
        Prayer – Wendy  
        Ongoing Formation (chapt 31) – Paula 
        Treats – Mary 
 

SEPTEMBER 
6 – LABOR DAY 
13 – GRANDPARENT’S DAY 
19 - DAY OF REFLECTION, 2:00, FRH, PL 
        2:00pm Welcome - Steve   
        2:15pm Opening Prayer – Mary Ann 
        2:30pm Speaker – Helen & Mary  
.               “A Spiritual Inventory” 
                 Private Reflection/Discussion 
        4:45pm Vespers – Mary 
        5:00 Potluck Supper 

         
Franciscan of the Month              
On July 17 we remember Francisco Garces 
(1738-1781).  Born in Spain, he joined the 
Franciscans as a young man and was sent to 
Mexico.  Transferred to a mission in Arizona, 
Francisco worked among many Native American 
tribes.  His missionary travels took him to the 
Grand Canyon and California.  Loved by the 
indigenous peoples, Francisco lived peacefully 
among them for a long time, spreading the word 
of Christ.  A revolt of the Yuma Indians against 
Spanish rule, however, resulted in the killing of 
Francisco at Mission La Purisima Conception, 
the site of Fort Yuma. 
 
FRH Garden Party on July 18 
The retreat house will host a garden party on the 
afternoon of July 18.  Our fraternity will assist 
with registration, serving refreshments, and 
giving tours. Minister Steve Schier asked for 
volunteers to help since this will take the 
place of our regularly scheduled July 
meeting and will also be a farewell gathering for 
Br. Bob Roddy, who will be leaving to another 
assignment with his order. There is a need for 
more help, so fraternity members are 
encouraged to invite family members or 
friends to join them. Please contact Steve if 
you are able to help. 651-698-0886   
 
Beauty 
is very apparent in July, when we hit mid-
summer.  All is green and abundant and those 
chilly winter memories seem pretty distant.  Nice 
warm weather is a time for thankfulness and for 
reflection.  Think of all those previous summers 
you have enjoyed in the companionship of loved 
ones from your family and Franciscan 
community.  That can make for a month of 
enjoyment.                     Dr. Steven Schier, OFS 
    
 
 
 



 
  
       
 

June Fraternity Meeting:  A meeting report was sent to each fraternity member who was not 
able to attend the June meeting via Zoom or in person. The next meeting will be in August. 
Let’s hope many of us can make it to the July Garden Party to help and say good-bye to Br. Bob. 
 
 
Laudato Si: more news! 
It’s been six years since Pope Francis released his encyclical 
on the environment titled Laudato Si: On Care for our Common 
Home. The Pope does not intend to allow his call to action to 
land in the dust bin, however. Instead, he is challenging us all 
to take action.  
From the Catholic News Agency: 

 Francis launched a Vatican seven-year Laudato Si’ action plan 
to implement environmental sustainability in different sectors of 
the Church from religious orders to Catholic schools and 
hospitals. 

“We need a new ecological approach that can transform our way of dwelling in the world, our styles 
of life, our relationship with the resources of the Earth and, in general, our way of looking at 
humanity and of living life,” Pope Francis said in a video message May 24. The pope marked the 
end of the year celebrating the fifth anniversary of his environmental encyclical Laudato Si’ with the 
message announcing the initiative. 
 
He said that the year would be followed immediately by a seven-year plan known as the Laudato Si’ 
Action Platform, which will focus on seven sectors: families, parishes, schools, hospitals, 
businesses, organizations, and religious orders. 
 

The pope explained that the action plan also has seven goals: the response to the cry of the earth, 
the response to the cry of the poor, ecological economics, adoption of simple lifestyles, ecological 
education, ecological spirituality, and community involvement. 

“Our selfishness, our indifference and our irresponsible ways are threatening the future of our 
children,” Pope Francis said. “I therefore renew my appeal: let us take care of our mother Earth ... 
let us overcome the temptation of selfishness that makes us predators of resources, let us cultivate 
respect for the gifts of the Earth and creation, let us inaugurate a lifestyle and a society that is finally 
eco-sustainable.” 

“We have the opportunity to prepare a better tomorrow for all. From God's hands we have received 
a garden, we cannot leave a desert to our children,” he added. 

As Franciscans, with a special love for creation, we are called to pay attention! 

Mary Higgins, Secretary and Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation 
 

Keeping in touch... 


